208                   MEEK   HERITAGE

of news duly noted; it is not the kind of subject
on which one can start a conversation while at
work. There are more masculine matters to be
bandied, especially with the master present. Deep
below the surface of their remarks looms the class
problem. The master had to listen to veiled
barbs bearing on that problem. With the self-
confidence of superior wisdom he talked his own
common-sense. At such moments the work
instinctively quickens inpace. Old Toivolafinally
says something so downright ugly that the other
men grin. The master controls himself with an
obvious effort.

" Even an old ram soon gets swelled up with
democracy, I see, particularly when he gets it in
cab-loads.35

The bow had never been drawn so taut before
on this farm. The atmosphere was strained after
that right up to supper-time. The work in hand
seemed to withdraw into itself and become a
separate entity, making three stiffly aloof ele-
ments in all: the master, the men and the job.
The three together formed as it were a closed
field of energy, so enormously much bigger,
rawer and more masculine than the death of any
Hiltu, that to include them in one and the same
thought was unnatural in a distasteful manner.

No feeling of liberation came to lighten this new
blow. No sense of roots being torn out, no
longing for compensation. Juha's mood was